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Cannot but be pleas d to ſee thoſe that 

1 wait for the Defetts ot this Paper, and 
love to Triumph over the Inficmities 

of its Author, value themſelves upon tel- 
ling me. 1 did not foreſee what was to be 
done in Flander I wonder who did / 
1 firmly believe, neither England nor Mol- 
land expected it, and there are good Rea- 
ſons to be aſſur'd, the Deſigns lay another 
way, bad all things accorded. | 
But a ſmall deal of Knowledge furniſhes 
Men to tel} a thing after it comes to paſs; 
for my part | own'd 1 did not look for the 
Blow there, and the Experience of ſeven- 
teen Years War in Flanders, has often made 
Wiſer Men than I, think the War was to be re- 
mov d farther off if ever it was to be finiſh'd. 
But 1 am not quite ſo much miſtaken, as 
thoſe People were, who firſt rail'd at the 


Duke of Marlborough, for —_— the Ex- 
n 


gliſh Army to the Haul e, and then Mag- 
nity'd his Character after he had got the 
Victory. 

I cannot therefore think I am chargeable 
with any Defe& in my Judgment, for not 
in the leaſt foreſeeing the Succeſſes of the 
laft three Weeks in Flanders; and if l had 
the Honour of Appealing to the Duke of 
Mariborough himſelf; I dare ſay his Grace 
did not foreſee it himſelf nor expect it; 
nor can it be rational to ſay, it Reflected 
on the Duke of Marborongh, not to think 
he could have done ſuch things as thoſe, 

I readily acknowledge I did ret expect 
it, nor indeed fee any Ground to '15pe tor 
it ; and therefore in ſpeaking my Opinion, 
ſaid, The ſum of the Marter was not in blan- 
ders but in Spain; not that 1 did not be- 


lieve 


- 
* — < — 2 2 
— 3 125 — — — 


| 
/ 


— — — 
—— —A—A——P — —— — — 
** 


V1 


( 286 ) 


tieve the Dutch Army ſuperiour in good- 
neſs to the French, and not much Inferiour 
in Number z if they had thought fit to 
have drain'd their Garriſons as the French 
did; but I really thought, the French would 
not have had the Folly to attempt a fair 
Battle in the open Field. 

I confeſs it is againft my Cuſtom to fall in 
with the general Cry of the Town, and call 
every Action fooliſh that has not Succeſs 
but really in Reflect ing upon the French 
King's Affairs, it ſeem'd not to be the pro- 
per buſineſs of the Day to Fight, he had the 
Advantage on every ſide but in Spain, and 
the Superiority of his Faces upon the Mo- 
ſelle and VUpper- Rhine, maſt have run the 
Confederates to the neceſſity of yielding 
ſome Aſſiſtance to thoſe parts from their 
Low-Country Army, and he had nothing 
to do but to ſtand upon the Defenſive in 
Flanders. 

As to the blow he receiv'd at Barcelona, 
which moſt People judge was the chief 
Reaſon that mov'd the King of France to 
give a ſtroke in Flanders to check it; I 
have this toſay, I muſt own it was a great 
point gain'd, but nothing ſo fatal to his 
Affaits, as this in Flanders has been; and 
had he but then thought fit to have de- 
ratch'd 25coo from Piedmont, which he 
might have ſpar'd, abating only his Deſign 
upon Turin, I know nothing ſhould hinder 
him recovering all he had loft in Catalo- 
vide 

My Lord Peterlorough, who has deceiv'd 
his Enemies in the mean Opinion of Scan- 
dals they endeavour'd to raiſe upon his 
Conduct, has acted all that Prudence and 
Warineſs, that can conſiſt with the needful 
concern, tor the ſafety of his deſign, and cf- 
feftually prov'd to the World, that all the 
Fire and Fury of a Man of true Engliſh Va- 
lour may be confiſtent with the cooleft 
Thoughts, and capable ot preſence of 
Mind, enovgh to judge of what is, or is 
not ft to be undertaken. 5 

\Why elſe has not my Lord Peterborough 
heea Attack'd by the French with his few 
Forces, while he barraſlsd them Day and 
Night in tae View, and to the Encourage» 


ment of the ers; their proper buſi. 
neſs had been without doubt, to have 
March'd a part of their Army, and cither 
encloſs'd him between them and the Town, 
or have Fought and Defeated him ; had 
this been done, the Sicge mutt have gone 
on, the Catalans have been Suppteſi q and 
all the Succours the Confederate t had 
brought, could not have rais'd the e, 
they would have taken the Town in their 
Sight, and all they could have aſſiſted the 
Gariſon in, had been to have carried them 
ſafe off, without giving them the Diſad- 
vantage of a ſevere Capitulation. 

That on the other hand, my Lord Peter- 
borougb has not been ſorward enough to 
have Attack d them upon ſome too great 
Inequality, nor at the ſame time ſuffer'd 
them to Attack him, or force him to Fight 
at ſome Diſadvantage, has entirely Con- 
futed their Suggeſtion, who endeavour'd to 
lay a Foundation of charging any Miſcar- 
riage in thoſe Parts, if it had happ=n'd, to 
his Lordſhips Temerity. * 

But I ſhall do his Lordſhip what. Juftice 
this Paper can offer, and which his Me- 
rit commands from all, that have a Value 
for Great Actions, when I come particu- 
larly to diſcourſe of the State of our Af- 
fairs on that ſide. 

Mean time I come te the French, and 
I cannot but repeat it; I think their buſi- 
neſs was not to Fight at this time, and tho? 
no Man I believe could have imagin'd, that 
the loſs of one Battle could have had fuch 
an Effect in Flanders, as amounts to almoſt 
a general Revolution of their Affairs there, 
yet had it been only the Loſs of the open 
Field, it ought not co have been riſqu'd, 
when their Affairs were in ſo good a bo- 
fture in every other Place, and ſo retrieva- 
ble in Spain. 

Had not this Battle happen'd, what 
might not the French have done upon the 
Wine and the Moſelle ? The Marſhal Villers, 
the moſt Politick and Fortnnate of all their 
Generals, was Maſter of all the Country, 
made Havock of the Palatinat:, and had he 
ventur'd over the Aline, as no doubt he 
would ſoon have done, muſt have come on 


the Lines of Stolboſſen, and Prince lewis 
could no way have been able to withifand 
him- 

Upon this *tis evident, the Palatine 
Troops had been r-call'd from their March 
from hay, and Prince Eugene left to firug; 
gle with inſuperable Difficalties, under the 
Superior ity of the French Forces, and defi- 
ciency of Supplies; and had he receiv'd 
any farther Diſgrace, or the Duke De Fen- 
* been able to give him another bruſh, 
the Duke of Savoy muſt have ſunk of courſe 
without a Siege, and Bavaria have been a 
ſecond time Embroil'd. | | 

Here therefore it had been the Wiſdom 
of the French, to have made a puſh for 
Victory, where their Forces were Encou- 
rag'd with their late Succeſs, fluſh'd with 
Vittory already, and ſtrengthned by Num- 
bers, where had they loft a Battle, it had 
been too remote to have had the Effect 
this will have, and other Forces might have 
piec'd it up again; but to Fight in Flan- 
ders, where the Flower of the Confederate 
Forces were Collected; where if they had 
got a Viftory, it had only given them 
opportunity to take a Town or two, and 
ſupplies of Pruſſians, Danes, Lunemburgbers, 
and Ergliſh, muſt ſoon bave Reftor'd the 
Contederate Army, was a hazard, I cannot 
imagine bow they can account tor to their 
D.icretion; I am ſure it does not agree u ith 
the accuſtom'd Politicks of the French 
Court. 

Well ! the Blow is ſtruck, and the Succeſs 
following the Battle is very ſurprizing ? 
Every Poſt bt iaꝝs Wonders of firong Towns 
yeilding without Seiges, Governours Ca- 
pitulating at the Sight of a Piece of Paper, 
Ouden aid ſurrenders at the Sight of 4 Pieces 
of Cannon; Regiments of Mea ſurrender 
Priſoners of War without fighting ; and 
in ſhort, the Text is in its literal Sence 
fulfill'd, that ene ſhall chaſe 4 1bouſand, and 
Iwo put ten 1hbeaſund u. fight. 

Revolutions of Nations are, 1 confdſs,) 
muſt unaccourdtable things, aad when the 
People of a Country take a Fright, and re- 
ſolve to change Maſters, tis evident, there 
is no reüſtiug the Torrent; the French, 
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who ceatemn'd the Flemiſh Forces, and as 
appears, thought them fic only for keeping 
the Towns and Fortreſſes, not fit to be 
drawn out ia the Field, or face the Enemy, 
now are equally contemn'd, inſulted and 
abandon'd by the Flemiſh Forces, and for- 
ced hy them in ConjunRion with the In» 
habitants to quit the ficong Towns they 
are poſſefſ'd of; and which might other» 
wile make a Stand, and give them Time 
to take Breath, and recruic their Army. 

I ſhall not undertake to determine where 
theſe things will end, nor to what Exigen- 
cies theſe things will drive the French Af- 
fairs; if the Duke continues to puſh on 
with the like Succeſs a lirtle tarther, if 
the y go on in weak Meaſures, they will 
ſoon become a weak Nation; I have hinted 
before, how a Court Party prevail'd upon 
the French Councils to puſh at the Sie ge of 
Turin, and the Duke de Feuillade has been 
kept, as I may ſay, idle with 4-009 Men 
to beliege a Town, which ought to bave been 
befieg'd laſt Tear, or let alone this, the Duke 
of Savoy having had all the Winter to fur- 
niſh and fortifi> it. 

While thus Ntonſieur Chamillird, fr the 
private Family Glory of having his Son-in- 
Law take Twin, amaſſes Stores and Men 
for that Siege, here the King's own Grand- 
ſon is left deftitute, or which is worſe, 
ſent with an 1nferiour Force to defend a 
diſaffected Kingdom; as if 1<0c0 Men 
could take Barcelona, beat the Engliſh, re- 
duce the revolt=d Kingdoms, Cc. See the 
Power of Parties; France, that has been 

famous for U naoimity of Connſels and exact 
Meaſures, now falls under the Power of 
Factions and Parties, and all things ſucceed 
accordingly, 2s they will every where elſe 
where it is ſoz a Thought that deſerves 
their Conſideration, who are now endea- 
vouring to raiſe a new Party in Engl.ind. — 
By theſe Influences he truſts his veſt Ar- 


mics with his worſt Generals, ill treats the 


Flemizgs he ought to have vbitg'd, leaves 
binſelf — vip. in — where he 
ſhould have been fRtrongeft, puſhes at a 
Conquett,” vx. of Sv, which would have 
fallen without it, and neglectꝭ a Conqueſt 
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